
 

 

Ministers’ Musings 

Sabbatical Reports: 2018 APRIL    

Beginning on April 2nd, 2018 I had the 

wonderful privilege of experiencing a 

three month sabbatical, three weeks 

study leave and three weeks holiday.  

Julia Kimmett, the minister for Oko-

toks/DeWinton, who was on sabbatical 

the same period of time, and I set off to 

drive to Yellowknife to see the north-

ern lights, on April 10. We decided to 

make the first day of driving the long-

est so didn’t stop to overnight until we 

hit High Level. That put us into Yellow-

knife early afternoon on the 11th.  

The drive was amazing. There was very 

little traffic. The ice road was still open 

so if you knew the area at all you were 

on that road. It is far shorter as it is 

much more direct. The regular road 

skirts the edge of the lake and winds 

about and meanders all over. We did 

stop at some very nice towns in some 

very remote places. Four caribou 

crossed the road an hour or so out of 

Yellowknife. We were early enough 

there were no bugs (it was below zero). 

The days were long and sunny!  

Back home on the 15th to prepare for 

organ lessons –all part of the study 

plan. On Friday’s I would drive into Cal-

gary and park just off Elbow Drive and 

take the bus downtown. It is more cost 

effective to take the bus than to park 

downtown. My lessons were at Knox 

United Church with Chellan Hoffman, 

their amazing organist. She would 

change the stops as I played and could 

make even the simplest of songs sound 

grand!  

I worked in my garden extending some 

flower beds, planting/relocating plants 

to better match the microclimate re-

quired. I do enjoy working in the gar-

den. I also started in on the reading be-

ginning with Brennan Manning’s The 

Ragamuffin Gospel.  

MAY   Early May I was in Edmonton for 

the two day Minister Recall. Amy Butler 

was the key note speaker. The church 

she is head pastor of in New York City 

has on staff 250 people yet we share 

many of the same unanswered ques-

tions.  

I was able to drive up to Tumbler Ridge 

to help Kathy & Al Light move. It is a 

very pretty little town and will serve 

them well. The wildlife highlight there 

was seeing a bobcat run across the 

highway in front of us.  

May 20th Julia and I flew out for Wash-

ington DC for the Festival of Homiletics 

(preacher’s convention). The topic was 

Preaching and Politics –which is a 

pretty hot topic in the US. We joined in 

the Reclaiming Jesus march –my first 
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ever protest! And we stayed on a few days after to see 

the city.  It happened to be the Memorial Day weekend 

so saw Rolling Thunder, some of the Memorial Day pa-

rade and lots of art in the galleries and botanical gar-

dens.  

Somewhere in there continued with organ lessons and 

reading.  

JUNE  Travels in June waited until the last week when I 

flew out to Vancouver to attend the course Four Days 

That Changed the World at Regent College. We looked 

at the passion narratives in the four gospels, trying to 

see them as they stood, without the aid of the rest of 

the New Testament. I stayed on to catch up with 

friends.  

Organ lessons finished for the season; I had a couple of 

songs learned and certainly had fun learning them. The 

pile of books I had to read was getting smaller.  

Being at home a few more days in June enabled me to 

get the garden planted –finally. Puttered in the garden 

and around town.  

JULY  Travels in July were local –I was in to Calgary to 

visit the Zoo, Heritage Park and took in one day of the 

Folk Fest. My nephew, who now lives in New York, was 

there playing with Ben Caplan. It was nice to catch a 

few moments with him. I was up to Lacombe and my 

sister’s land to visit.  

Reading –continues. Finally had my bike serviced.  

AUGUST  Did the ride from Canmore to Banff with my 

sister. The path is well maintained and beautiful to 

ride. Stopped in at the candy stores in Banff (the only 

shopping my sister really enjoys) and was lucky enough 

to see four deer on the way back.  

All in all a great time of refreshment and renewal. 

Thank you for granting me the time.  

Rev. Pamela S.   

Worship Team Report 

Hello from the Worship Team 

Our team consist of Fina W., Muriel L., Rebecca B., Allison S., 

Laura B., Eileen M. and Rev. Pamela S.  We meet every eight 

to ten weeks with our Minister to support her leadership in 

worship services.  Please feel free to speak to or share with 

any one of us your questions, challenges, hopes, and experi-

ences of the worship services whether these are positive, 

negative or neutral. 

Below are some of the changes that are now being intro-

duced and followed in our Sunday services:   

A psalm will be read as the service begins. 

A second scripture reading will be read by Reverend Pamela 

Scott before she continues with her sermon related to that 

reading.  These scripture readings can be considered “core”, 

or foundational in our faith, and will largely but not exclu-

sively, come from the Gospels and the first five books of the 

Old Testament.  Choosing these core scripture readings is a 

change from our long time tradition, practiced by many 

churches in many Christian denominations around the 

world, of following the Common Lectionary in its three year 

cycle.  If you are curious see Voices United (with music ver-

sion) for the Common Lectionary Scripture Reading Choices 

for years A, B and C.  

In the spirit of participating and supporting reconciliation 

with Indigenous people in Canada, our church like many oth-

ers will work toward articulating a written acknowledgement 

of living on the land of Treaty Seven. 

This treaty was signed on behalf of the Siksika, Kainai, Pikani 

(all Blackfoot), the Tsuu t’ina, the Stoney Nakoda, and the 

Crown (for the settlers).  The latter in growing numbers were 

bringing great change to the traditional, longstanding cus-

toms of the former and Treaty Seven was signed in 1877 at 

Blackfoot Crossing.   

Thank You, Thank You, 

Thank You to all who do-

nated, prepared food, set up 

cleaned up and served at our 

Fall Supper and Thank You to all who came to eat.  

We raised approximately $1700.00 for the church. 
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Pastoral Care Team 

The Pastoral Care Team invite anyone in the congre-

gation to join us for a drive in the country and Lunch 

out at the Country Cousin’s Restaurant in Linden on 

Thursday, Oct 4.  We will meet at the church at 10:00 

and car pool.   

Any who are coming are asked to please sign up on 

the sheet at the back of the church.  If you can drive, 

please indicate how many passengers you can take.  

If you have any questions, please call Donalda L. at 

403-934-5871 

The Pastoral Care Team also request that if you or 

someone you know need a visit, please contact one 

of our team:  Jo W., Irene A., Marianne P., Wanda H., 

Eileen M., Rev. Pamela S., or Donalda L. 

The creed of the pilgrim God 

We believe in a pilgrim God, 
who crosses frontiers, boundaries and barriers, 

who leaves his greatness behind and meets us on the 
way 

and comes to us holding out his hand. 
‘I am the Lord, your God, I care for you, I am coming with 

you.’  
We believe in Jesus Christ, who walked on our earth, 

who was born homeless, who found no place to lay his 
head, 

wandering, journeying, even when a child pursued. 
He revealed justice, brought people peace, 

and played out his life even unto death itself. 
We believe in the Spirit, who shapes and polishes us,  

with blasts of wind and sand,  
who gives us courage to witness  
to the boundless grace of God.  

Margarita Ouwerkerk, Argentina  
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403-827-7991 

Welcome - by transfer of Membership Edgar Horner 

Thought and Prayers go out 
to: the Mullen family on with the 
passing of Florence, Aneth A. and 
family on the passing of her Dad, 
Charlotte W. on the passing of 
her Mom,  and the Wadsworth 
family in the passing of David.  
 

 

Stewardship Team Report 

In the spring of 2018 it was decided that the Stewardship 

Team would no longer meet as a separate group. We de-

cided that it was more beneficial to discuss and decide 

money matters with the whole Church Council.   

A few members of Council met in July to discuss some 

fundraising ideas that were put forth during the Council 

meeting. These included a fall supper and a pre-order/

take-out meal day. The fall supper was scheduled for Sat. 

Sept. 29 because many other fall suppers are scheduled 

for later in the fall and we didn’t want to interfere with 

them. We also hoped it would in fact be after harvest. 

We sent out a survey to see if there was interest in the 

pre-order/take-out dinner. Quite a few people were in-

terested so we are in the process of planning this event. 

We will take orders in advance for a full meal including a 

main dish and dessert. These will be prepared in the 

church kitchen and will be picked up from there. There 

will be more details to follow as we plan the event.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Laura J 

Before and after the new carpet! 



 

 

Home-Cooked TO GO   
Following a summer survey of the congregation we 

are going to try a new project, HOME-COOKED TO 

GO! The plan is to prepare 2-3 main dishes, hearty 

soups and a dessert that will all be made at the 

church.  Foods will be packaged in individual por-

tions.  You will be asked to pre-register and pre-

order the foods of your choice.   

We hope to have our first menu selections ready for 

the end of October and food orders available for 

pick up in November.  If this trial run is a success we 

will plan additional menu items for sale.  We would 

welcome suggestions of dishes you would like to 

see prepared! 

We appreciate that many of you are happy not to 

have to cook full meals and this 

might provide you with one more 

option.   

Watch for more details in the an-

nouncements!  
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Property Team 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  If 
you've always wanted to be 
an Elevator Operator then 
your dreams have finally 
come true!  Our elevator has 
proven to be a finicky ma-
chine and we're putting to-
gether a crack team of eleva-
tor operators to help our 
members through all the ups and downs.  We're looking 
for volunteers available to operate the elevator on Sun-
days and/or at our Special Events. Our Property Com-
mittee will provide the training.  If you are willing to com-
mit your time and talents please let us know.  We will 
have a 'sign up' sheet at the back of the Church or you can 
email smoreuc@efirehose.net to express your interest.   

Mark October 26, 27, 28, Nov. 2, 3, 4, 9, and 10th on 

your calendar.  Strathmore Theatre Players present 

Robinson Crusoe and the Pirates.  It's an English 

style pantomime, lots of audience participation and 

very kid friendly. The Friday performances are 7 pm, 

Saturday and Sunday 

are 2 pm. The 10th 

will have an afternoon 

and evening perfor-

mance.  All perfor-

mances are at Hope 

Church. 

Honouring our Seniors  

Marg & Art 

mailto:smoreuc@efirehose.net


 

 

Arts on 817 

Season Two for Arts on 817 will kick off on Saturday, Oct 

27th at 7:30 pm. with the music of ReMix.  They will per-

form current and classic Pop, R&B, and jazz hits. 

Season Tickets are available for $145.00 per person, youth  

$60.00.  We also offer Fall Buy 3 for $75.00, Winter Buy 3 

for $85.00.   

Individual concerts tickets will be available one month pri-

or to each performance if there are seats remaining.   

Adult $30.00, youth $10.00each – 5 shows 

Adult for Arrogant Worms - $40.00 each, youth $15.00 

Tickets may be purchased by contacting Linda at 403-901-

2797 

Check us out at https://www.smoreuc.com  for on-line 

ticket purchase.  Tickets must be picked up at the 

door.  

Look for us a the Fall and Christmas markets- concert tick-

ets make great Christmas presents that can be enjoyed 

over the year. 

Other concerts in the series include:  

Ton Beau String Quartet – Nov 24th 

Calgary Fiddlers – Dec 1st 

Women of Note- Feb 2nd 

Arrogant Worms – Mar 22nd 

The Dearhearts – May 10th 

We look forward to a great Concert Season! 
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THE EXCUSE WE SHOULD NEVER USE 

Pause a moment. Look back on your life. Haven’t you 

greatly helped someone? By a parent whose concern and 

continuing care shaped your character, by a teacher who 

was enough of a friend to show you how to continue when 

you were ready to give up, by an employer whose aware-

ness of your talents opened the way to your success, by a 

neighbor whose respect for you and your family made you 

feel at home where you live……………perhaps even a 

stranger whose unexpected help came just when you 

needed it? 

When you remember such people who made a difference 

in your life, isn’t it clear that you can also make a differ-

ence wherever your life touches someone 

else………………………in your family, where you live, wherev-

er you go? Why do we so frequently feel:  “What I do 

doesn’t really make a difference?”  

We fall into a familiar error, using the wrong yard stick 

with which to measure goodness. We think that good ac-

tions are really important only in times of crisis, only when 

an extraordinary demand calls for extra ordinary effort. 

Yet the time of crisis is but a small part of the opportunity 

given to each of us to contribute to other people’s lives. 

We need only to remember how much and how often and 

in how many different ways our individual act of under-

standing, or encouragement, or guidance, of personal con-

cern can enlarge the life of someone else, even as endur-

ing good was done for us. And we need only to remember 

there is no such thing as a SMALL good act! 

Surely we can take the initiative in extending to any one 

we meet, anywhere, the friendship we would like from 

him. We can respect and be enriched by his differences, as 

he can be by ours. This is but to recognize that he also is 

made in the image of God, and that the brotherhood of 

man is everywhere becoming the neighborhood of men. 

In our changing world, there are fundamental realities 

which do not change. That is why we cannot use the ex-

cuse: “But what I do doesn’t really matter.”    

 ANON 

CHRISTIANITY 

In the home-IT IS KINDNESS 

In the business-IT IS HONESTY 

In society-IT IS COURTESY 

In work-IT IS THOROUGHNESS 

In play-IT IS FAIRNESS 

Toward the unfortunate-IT IS COMPASSION 

Toward the weak- IT IS HELP 

Toward wickedness-IT IS RESISTANCE 

Toward sin-IT IS REPENTANCE 

Toward the penitent-IT IS FORGIVENESS 

Toward God-IT IS REVERENCE, LOVE, AND OBEDIENCE 

Poem & Story submitted by Linda Derksen 
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The Church Office will be 

open Wednesday  & Thursday 

from  

9:00 pm to Noon 

S T R A T H M O R E  

U N I T E D  C H U R C H  

If you have questions, concerns  or wish to 
contribute to The Vine please contact Karen 
W. at 403-934-3579 or email at 
ckwilkie@shaw.ca 

"I am the vine; you are the branches. If 
a person remains in me and I in them, 
they will bear much fruit.  John 15: 1-9 

 Last Sunday of the month at 10 am 

Rozella’s group shares their wonderful 

music, come and enjoy or join in. 

 Last Sunday Soup & Bun after church 

 Wednesday—10 am—2:00 pm -in the 

Church basement the Quilting group 

meets.  Bring a bag lunch and come to 

stitch and chat.  The quilts are donated to 

various charities.   

 Forth Tuesday of the month—7 pm Church 

Council meets. 

 First Tuesday of the month—10 am Prayer 

group, 1 pm Book Club meet in the library.  

Bring a favorite book and share the story. 

 First Tuesday of the month—Agape meet 

7:30 Lambert Village.  All women welcome. 

 Third Tuesday every month—Mary Martha 

UCW Group meet Contact Peggy M. 403-

934-3197 for Info and location. 

 Third Saturday of the month—10 am the 

Property Team meets.  Please let them 

know of any property related requests 

before they meet.   

Ongoing Events 
If you are booking events at the church you 

must book through the office. 

Church 50th Anniversary Hasti Notes—$5.00 

 If you wish to sign up for Pre-

Authorized Remittance (PAR) 

or to receive envelopes, 

please contact Susan in the 

church office—403-934-3025.   
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Check out our website:  

http://www.smoreuc.com 

If you have something you would 

like to add, contact Susan at the 

church office. 

 October 2 - Book club meets—1 pm 
 October 2 - Agape Group will meet at 

the High School at 7 pm to attend 
``Good Grief, Charlie Brown`` 

 October 4 - Bible Study, 10 am. Book of 
Acts. 

 October 4 - Lunch out at Country 
Cousins in Linden. Meet at the Church 
at 10:30 to carpool. 

 October 9 - UCW Meet in the Library 
1:30 - Thrift Sale to be discussed 

 October 14 - 20 - Thrift Setup & Sale 
 October 27 - ReMix Concert 7:30 
 October 28 - Rosella’s Group Performs 
 October 28 - Soup & Bun Lunch 
 October 28 - Service at Wheatland 

Lodge 2 pm 
 October 30 - Service at Sagewood 11 am 
 Early Mid November - Pick up Home 

cooked to GO! 
 November - Movie Night 
 November 24 - Ton Beau Concert 7:30pm 
 Dec 1 -  Calgary Fiddlers - 7:30 pm 

Upcoming Events 

 

Keep your eyes pealed for a 

couple of upcoming events: 

Home - cooked to GO!! 

Movie Night 

Honouring our Grads  

Jemma & Hunter 

http://www.smoreuc.com/

